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I DON'T KNOW HOW I GOT IN HERE. THERE MUST BE AN TERRIBLE LAPSE IN THE

FATMAN'S SECURITY TEAM.

I AM NOT A BIG BRAIN. WHICH YOU WILL NO DOUBT DISCOVER DURING THE NEXT

FEW MINUTES.

I DON'T WRITE MUSIC FOR VIDEOGAMES. I DON'T EVEN PLAY VIDEOGAMES (EXCEPT

FOR THAT GAME I PLAY WITH MY CABLE COMPANY CALLED "WE'LL TRY TO BE THERE

BETWEEN NOON AND FIVE".

NO, I WRITE MUSIC FOR LEFT-WING PUBLIC RADIO NETWORKS AND

SHIT-FOR-BRAINS AD AGENCIES, WHERE ALL I HEAR IS, "THE MUSIC'S TOO

LOUD", AND "THAT LAST NOTE SHOULD GO UP, NOT DOWN...YOU SEE, UP IS

HAPPY, DOWN IS SAD".

ANYWAY, I GUESS I'M HERE BECAUSE DAVID BATTINO THOUGHT I WAS AMUSING IN

AN INTERVIEW I GAVE FOR "MUSIC AND COMPUTERS" MAGAZINE. YOU ALL REMEMBER

"MUSIC AND COMPUTERS" DON'T YOU? THAT WAS THE MAGAZINE WHERE YOU COULD

SLIP ALL THE ISSUES EVER PUBLISHED NEATLY INTO A FED EX ENVELOPE AND

STILL HAVE ENOUGH ROOM FOR A G4 CUBE AND BILL JOY'S EGO.

NOW, I DON'T KNOW WHAT ALL THIS WILL HAVE TO DO SPECIFICALLY WITH THE

STATE OF COMPUTER AUDIO OVER THE NEXT FIVE YEARS, BUT REMEMBER THIS:

WHILE YOU'RE BUSY COOKING UP THE "NEXT BIG TECHNOLOGICAL THING" YOU'RE

GOING TO SHOVE DOWN OUR THROATS, THERE'S A WHOLE WORLD OUT THERE WHO

COULDN'T GIVE A SHIT, OR, IN REALITY, DON'T KNOW THAT THEY REALLY SHOULD

GIVE A SHIT, BECAUSE THE CHOICES YOU MAKE WILL EVENTUALLY HAVE AN EFFECT

ON THE QUALITY OF THEIR LIVES, NO MATTER WHERE THEY LIVE OR WHAT THEY DO

FOR A LIVING.

THIS MORNING, I'M GOING TO TALK ABOUT SOMETHING A LITTLE BROADER IN

SCOPE THAN JUST AUDIO AND COMPUTERS. I'M GOING TO STEP BACK FROM THE

DRAWING BOARD A BIT AND LOOK AT THE EFFECT THE COMPUTER AND THE INTERNET

HAVE HAD ON THE QUALITY OF OUR LIVES. AND I'M NOT NECESSARILY TALKING

ABOUT THE DIRECT EFFECT, BECAUSE THERE'S A KIND OF "TRICKLE-DOWN THEORY"

AT WORK HERE. THE TECHNOLOGY ITSELF IS NEITHER GOOD OR EVIL. IT'S ALL IN

HOW WE CHOOSE TO USE IT THAT DETERMINES IF THE IMPLIMENTATION OF A

TECHNOLOGY IS GOOD OR BAD, HELPFUL OR HARMFUL. BECAUSE WHEN YOU MIX

COMPUTERS, THE INTERNET AND OUR NEVER-ENDING QUEST FOR THE ALMIGHTY

DOLLAR, SOME PRETTY UGLY THINGS BEGIN TO HAPPEN OUT THERE IN OUR POPULAR

CULTURE.

THIS IS NOT GOING TO BE AS MUCH A SPEECH AS A STREAM OF UNCONSCIOUSNESS

BECAUSE THAT'S HOW MY MIND WORKS..OR DOESN'T.

NOW YOU MAY THINK SOME OF THIS IS NIT-PICKY, BUT I'M THE WOODY ALLEN OF

NIT-PICKING. SO, HOLD ON TO YOUR DANISH...HERE'S MY SCHPIEL:

I WATCH A LOT OF TV. TOO MUCH TV. TV WATCHING HAS TURNED INTO A REAL

PAIN IN THE ASS FOR ME. WHY? COMMERCIALS. THE MOST OFTEN  REPEATED

PHRASE ON TELEVISION THESE DAYS IS "WHEN WE RETURN". YOU CAN'T FLIP

THROUGH 5 CHANNELS WITHOUT CATCHING 3 OF THEM JUST GOING INTO A

COMMERCIAL BREAK. I SWEAR ON CNN AND MSNBC, I'LL BET THERE ISN'T MORE

THAN 3 MINUTES OF PROGRAMMING BEFORE A COMMERCIAL. MONEY.

TIME COMPRESSION - AM I THE ONLY ONE WHO MISSES THAT FRAME EVERY 2 OR 3

SECONDS? DOESN'T ANYONE NOTICE THAT A LEGATO STRING LINE SOUNDS LIKE

________?? WHY DO THEY DO IT? TO MAKE MORE TIME FOR... COMMERCIALS.

MONEY.

THOSE OBNOXIOUS LITTLE ID BUGS IN THE CORNER OF THE SCREEN. DO THEY HAVE

TO BE THERE ALL THE TIME?!? WE'VE ALL PROBABLY GOTTEN USED TO THEM, BUT

I HAVEN'T. I'M SURE STANLEY KUBRICK WANTED THAT LITTLE ANIMATED SCI-FI

CHANNEL TURD SPINNING DOWN THERE JUST AS THE APE THROWS THE BONE INTO

THE AIR. WHY ARE THEY THERE? BRANDING. MONEY.

AND THOSE MUSICAL LOGO TAGS AFTER A SHOW, ONE AFTER ANOTHER AFTER

ANOTHER, ARE OBNOXIOUS. GET 'EM OUT! AGAIN, BRANDING. MONEY.

AND SPEAKING OF TV... THIS IS SUCH A SICK SOCEITY... DOES ANYONE

REMEMBER WHEN YOU HAD TO HAVE SOME KIND OF TALENT TO GET ON TV??? NOW

ALL KINDS OF LOWLIFE DEGENERATES ARE CLAMORING TO GET ON THESE FREAK

SHOWS LIKE SPRINGER AND SURVIVOR...TO GET FAMOUS!... AND IT WORKS!!!

THIS CHEAPENS OUR LIVES.

AND NOW EVERYTHING HAS TO BE PACKAGED...SPONSORED. CAN'T THEY JUST SHOW

A GODDAMN MOVIE WITHOUT IT BEING "THE FOLGER'S MOVIE SHOWCASE" OR THE

"LITTLE JOE'S AUTO SALES MOVIE HOUR"?!? AND CAN A GOLF TOURNAMENT JUST

BE A PLAIN OLD GODDAMN GOLF TOURNAMENT? CAN AN AMPITHEATRE JUST BE A

DAMN AMPITHEATRE?!? MONEY.

NOT 15 MINUTES AFTER A NATIONAL DISASTER AND CNN ALREADY HAS AN ANIMATED

LOGO READY, COMPLETE WITH THEME MUSIC.

SPEAKING OF PACKAGING...PEPSI AND THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT ARE COOKING UP

AN EXPERIMENT: THEY'RE GOING TO PROJECT THE PEPSI LOGO...ON THE GODDAMN

MOON. YUP, THEY'VE GOING TO USE THAT POWERFUL EXEMER LASER THING AND

THEY'VE CALCULATED WHERE THEY HAVE TO POINT IT FOR THE BEAM TO HIT THE

DARK NEW MOON AND THEY'RE GOING TO PROJECT THE PEPSI LOGO ON IT FOR A

FULL 10 SECONDS.

AND IN THE MOVIE THEATRES, THAT HORRID LITTLE SPACE-AGE INTRO FILM ABOUT

THE POPCORN AND THE DRINKS AND THE TALKING AND THE EXITS...IF I SEE ONE

MORE STAR FIELD I'M GOING TO VOMIT. JUST SHOW THE FUCKING MOVIE WILL

YA!!!?

SPECIAL EFFECTS?? WE'VE FINALLY DONE IT. NOW, ANYTHING WE COULD POSSIBLY

IMAGINE CAN BE COOKED UP IN CGI AND PUT ON THE SCREEN. SO NOW, WHO CARES

ABOUT SPECIAL EFFECTS? NOBODY. NOW THE ONLY THING THAT REALLY MATTERS IN

A FILM IS THE SCRIPT AND THE ACTING. WHICH IS A GOOD THING. WHENEVER I

HEAR AN ACTOR OR A REVIEWER SAY THAT SOME MOVIE HAS AMAZING SPECIAL

EFFECTS, I JUST KNOW IT'S GONNA SUCK.

A FRIEND OF MINE WHO LIVES IN SAN FRANCISCO TOLD ME THAT A DARK, COLD

PALL HAS SETTLED ON THAT CITY. SEEMS EVERYBODY IS HANGING AROUND THE

CITY, POKING INTO THEIR LITTLE PALM PILOTS, CHECKING ON THEIR STOCK

OPTIONS AND THEIR IPO'S AND IT'S JUST SAD AND UNREAL.

WHEN I SEE TV COMMERCIALS FEATURING THESE SNOT-NOSED KIDS GETTING RICH

OFF THEIR DOT.COMS AND THEIR FUCKING IPO'S I JUST WANT TO PUKE. "I CAN

DO THIS... I CAN DO THAT..."  CAN YOU GET A FUCKING JOB???!! CAN YOU GO

OUT AND DO SOMETHING THAT ACTUALLY HELPS PEOPLE... SOMETHING THAT

DOESN'T INVOLVE SIMPLY MOVING SOMEONE ELSES MONEY AROUND OR PUTTING THE

FEAR OF GOD INTO THEM THAT IF THEY DON'T HAVE A WEB PRESENCE THEY'RE

GOING TO BE LEFT IN THE DUST?!?!

I CAN BUY PRESENTS WHILE WATCHING THE SUPER BOWL??? YOU KNOW THAT TV

COMMERCIAL OF THE GUY WHO WON'T EVEN GET HIS ASS OFF THE COUCH TO GO BUY

A PRESENT FOR HIS SON. HE CLICKS A FEW TIMES ON HIS LAPTOP AND, HEY...

HE DOESN'T HAVE TO MISS A PLAY! IS THIS A GOOD THING??!?

SEQUENCERS AND SAMPLERS

YOU'VE GIVEN US ALL THIS NIFTY STUFF, BUT THE PROBLEM IS THAT A LOT OF

US...I WOULD SAY A MAJORITY OF US, KNOW JUST ENOUGH TO BE DANGEROUS.

WE'RE NOT BIT-BRAINS. WE DON'T WANT TO BE. WE DON'T WANT TO HAVE TO

LEARN CODE TO FIGURE ALL THIS SHIT OUT. I USED TO BE ABLE TO UNDERSTAND

THIS STUFF. BUT OVER THE LAST FEW YEARS, PRODUCTS HAVE BEEN COMING OUT

SO FAST AND FURIOUS... STUFF THAT I DON'T EVEN KNOW WHAT THE HELL I'M

SUPPOSED TO DO WITH IT. REWIRE...LOOP-BASED STUFF THAT I THINK IS

RESPONSIBLE FOR SOME OF THE MOST REPREHENSIBLE NOISE I'VE EVER HEARD.

THE TRUTH IS, I HAVEN'T EVEN SEEN MOST OF THIS STUFF...BECAUSE I DON'T

WANT TO. I IMAGINE THAT I'D FIND SOME THINGS THAT REALLY TURN ME ON, BUT

THERE'S JUST TOO MUCH! I'VE SPENT THE FIRST HALF OF MY MIDI-HELLISH LIFE

LEARNING JUST WHAT I KNOW AND NOW YOU WANT ME TO TAKE ACID TO LEARN THE

REST OF IT??? HAVE SOME MERCY!

ANOTHER THING ABOUT SEQUENCERS AND SAMPLERS:

THOUGH THEY DON'T HAVE TO BE USED THIS WAY, MOST OF THE SEQUENCED MUSIC

WE HEAR IS QUANTIZED TO THE POINT OF MIND-NUMBING REGUALRITY AND

STRIPPED OF ANY SEMBLANCE OF DYNAMICS. AND,

WHEN WE LISTEN TO SAMPLED INSTRUMENTS ON A CD, WE ARE LISTENING TO A

RECORDING OF A RECORDING! TERRIFIC!

BUT ABOVE ALL, THIS STUFF GIVES PEOPLE WHO CAN'T REALLY PLAY, THE

ABILITY TO MAKE MUSIC. IS THIS A GOOD THING?!?! WHAT'S NEXT,

PAINT-BY-NUMBER FINE ART!?!  JUST LIKE RAP AND HIP-HOP: NOW WE GET TO

LISTEN TO MUSIC BY PEOPLE WHO CAN'T SING!   CAN THIS BE A GOOD THING?!?

AND THE PEOPLE WHO CAN SING, DON'T. I WAS WATCHING THE IN SYNC CONCERT

WITH MY YOUNG COUSIN AND I HAD TO SAY, LOOK, IF THEY'RE DANCING, THEY'RE

NOT SINGING. AND IT'S NOT EVEN DANCING, IT'S AEROBICS ON STEROIDS.

BTW, WHEN DID HIP-HOP BECOME THE DE FACTO MUSICAL STLYE FOR ALL THINGS

NEWS AND TECHNOLOGY ON TV??

THE 16 BIT 44.1 CD. WHO THE HELL DECIDED ON THAT?!?! WHAT WERE THEY

THINKING?! I'LL TELL YOU WHAT THEY WERE THINKING. THEY WERE THINKING

THAT A HIGHER SAMPLE RATE WOULD RESULT IN LESS MUSIC ON A DISC. SO,

LET'S GO WITH THE LOWER QUALITY CHOICE, NO PROBLEM! YOU CAN'T HEAR THE

DIFFERENCE? FINE. I CAN. SO I HAVE TO LIVE WITH AN INFERIOR PRODUCT

BECAUSE YOU CAN'T HEAR THE DIFFERENCE. TERRIFIC! AND MP3....DON'T GET ME

STARTED.

BLUETOOTH. YEAH, LIKE I REALLY WANT TO BE ABLE TO TURN DOWN MY CAR RADIO

WITH A LITTLE HANDHELD DEVICE WHILE I'M SITTING RIGHT THERE IN THE

FUCKING DRIVER'S SEAT!!! I SWEAR, I SAW A WOMAN DOING THIS ON TV. AND

HOW ABOUT PREHEATING YOUR OVEN USING YOUR CELL PHONE AS YOU PULL INTO

YOUR DRIVEWAY. HEY, THAT'S A BIG TIME SAVER!! OR HOW ABOUT AIMING YOUR

CELL PHONE AT A COKE MACHINE TO GET YOUR DRINK. JESUS GOD, I HOPE NOT.

MY WORST NIGHTMARE HAPPENED A FEW WEEKS AGO. MY 70 YEAR OLD MOTHER

CALLED ME AND SAID SHE WANTED TO GET ON THE INFORMATION SUPERHIGHWAY.

THE WOMAN CAN'T GET HER ASS OUT OF THE DRIVEWAY WITHOUT BUMPING INTO

SOMETHING! SHE JUST BOUGHT A NEW HI-TECH STOVE SO SHE CAN BURN WATER

FASTER. OK...SO I'M THINKING, WEB TV! CAN'T BURN THE HOUSE DOWN WITH

THAT, CAN YA? I ASK HER WHAT SHE WANTS IT FOR. SHE SAYS SHE WANTS TO

EMAIL THE GOVERNOR...HER SENATORS. THE TROUBLE IS, SHE'S GOING TO EXPECT

THEM TO MATERIALIZE AT HER FRONT DOOR 3 SECONDS AFTER SHE HITS THE

"SEND" BUTTON.

YOU KNOW, I THINK ABOUT ALL THE TROUBLE I HAVE WITH MY COMPUTER

SYSTEM... I JUST CAN'T IMAGINE TELLING MY MOM OVER THE PHONE AT 6 IN THE

MORNING (WHICH IS EXACTLY WHEN SHE'LL CALL) TO TRY REBUILDING HER

DESKTOP WITHOUT WORRYING THAT SHE'S GOING TO CALL HOME DEPOT TO SET UP

AN APPOINTMENT.

FINALLY, WHAT DO I WANT THE INTERNET TO BE???? I WANT IT TO LEAVE JOHN

LENNON'S MUSIC THE FUCK ALONE!

THANK YOU VERY MUCH AND HAVE A PLEASANT BBQ.

